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Senior Annie Clark won the 
White Rose Essay contest on May 5 
for writing about Holocaust survivor 
Gerda Weissmann Klein.  Even more 
remarkable than the prize money 
and accolades she earned for winning 
was talking to the survivor she wrote 
about.

The competition which gave 
Clark this unique opportunity, held 
by the Midwest Center for Holocaust 
Education, is participated in yearly by 
the students of English teacher Lisa 
Bauman’s Holocaust Literature class.  
New guidelines altered how selective 
Bauman had to be in choosing which 
essays to enter.

“They have changed the rules for 
the contest because it used to be you 
could submit as many entries as you 
wanted,” said Bauman.  “That number 

went down to 10 this year, so I had to 
choose the top 10 out of the 29 essays 
I had.”

Clark chose Klein as her topic 
after the survivor’s memoir, “All But 
My Life,” was taught during Bauman’s 
Holocaust class.  Even though the 
book was read by previous students 

annually, Clark was the first at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas to select Klein as a 
White Rose topic.

Having been in the contest during 
seventh grade, Clark was familiar with 
the kind of paper she needed to write. 
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Every year, each grade decides 
on a service project to complete. This 
year the juniors decided to take it in a 
different direction. On Sept. 16, each 
participant donated five dollars and 
slept in a box. Some decided to make 
box forts and some decided to just try 
and stay warm. That night it became 
a makeshift homeless shelter. Despite 
the cold the students still had fun. 

 “The best part was the social 
aspect. Just staying up and talking. 
It was the best sleep I had had in 
weeks!”  junior Alyssa Wegar said.

 Junior StuCo got the idea for 
Sleep in a Box last year. After writing 
a proposal, Sullivan approved. The 
idea was only approved two weeks be-
fore the actual date. Advertising was 
the next issue; they only had a week 
because they didn’t have the date. 
They had to work around football 
schedule and the weather “Facebook 
was huge.” said Junior Class President 
Emily Wheeler. 

 136 students signed up to spend 
their Thursday night sleeping a box, 
each participant gave five dollars. 
That means there was $680 raised. 
The money is being donated to The 
Shalom House. The Shalom House 
is a homeless men’s shelter in Kansas 
City, Kansas and it houses up to 25 
men. It was chosen because the junior 
council and the teacher moderators 
wanted to stay local. 

Emily Wheeler and all of the 
StuCo members worked very hard to 
get everything in order in such a short 
amount of time.  

When choosing their service 
project Wheeler said, “I wanted them 
to become aware of a situation that is 
happening around the entire world, 
even in our own community.” 

At 11 p.m. all the students ar-

rived. Father Andrew Strobl read a 
verse from the Bible and led the group 
in prayer. Then everyone was busy 
taping boxes together and making 
memories. 

“It really made me notice what I 
have,” said Natalie Looney. 

Mrs. Ball, a junior class modera-
tor, looked up statistics on homeless-
ness. Every few hours she would stop 
the chaos and read a few over the 
megaphone and then pray together. 
At 2 a.m. a local news station arrived. 

“A lot of people acted obnoxious-
ly, trying to get the camera shot when 
the news came.” said Wheeler. 

 After the news station had left, 
the students were asked to sleep until 
five a.m. 

Curran, a junior class moderator, 
was the other teacher supervisor. She 
was excited to see the students get 
into it, but wasn’t too excited to stay 
up all night. They had parent volun-
teers, a hired police officer and two 
teacher supervisors. 5 a.m., the clean 
up started. 

The original plan was to stack up 
all the boxes in Droge’s classroom and 
he would take them to be recycled 
them. Curran was a little surprised 
in the morning when she realized 
there were too many boxes to fit in a 
classroom. The boxes were leaned up 
against the school and everyone went 
to catch up on their sleep. Curran 
arrived back at school around noon 
to pick up her kids from Little Saints 
and had a nice surprise. Droge and 
Burstein had spent two-and-a-half 
hours tearing down the boxes and tak-
ing them to be recycled. She was very 
thankful for their help. 

The junior class service project 
was a success. Wheeler is hoping to 
do it again in the spring or next fall. 
There was a great turn out and a lot 
of fun and good memories.  A lot of 
people will be getting the help they 
need with the money the juniors 
raised. d

Football team defeats rival 
Bishop Miege, despite a sec-
ond-half rally from the Stags.

CARA OLDENHUIS
Photo Editor

LAYNIE TIMMONS | The Medallion

From left to right: Running back Dagan Reed runs with the ball while wide receiver Ryan Backs holds off Miege defenders. Dagan Reed 
had two touchdowns during the Miege game.

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor-in-Chief

 Courtesy of the Clark family
Annie’s parents, Annie Clark and Lisa Bauman pose for picture, receiving recognition for White Rose Essay Contest win. 

Annie Clark wrote the essay in  admiration of Holocaust survivor Gerda Weissmann Klein.  

Annie Clark receives recogni-
tion for winning White Rose 
Essay contest this past summer.

Clark honors Holocaust survivor

LAYNIE TIMMONS | The Medallion
Group of juniors at class service project hang around their boxes in the late night. The juniors raised money by sleeping 

in boxes throughout the entire night. The junior class donated exactly $680 to Shalom House in Kansas City.

MADDIE JANSSEN
Reporter

Service project challenges ju-
niors to experience the detri-
ments of sleeping in a box.

Saints survive Stags

Juniors live like the homeless

Continued on Page 3, WHITE ROSE

     
Saint Thomas Aquinas’ Key Club re-
ceived an overwhelming response dur-
ing its first meeting on Sept. 9,  with 
more than 150  students in attendance.

“So many kids showed up that 
they were out the door and into the 
hall, some students didn’t even bother 
trying to come when they saw the 
crowd,” Key Club moderator Susan 
Dillingham said. “If all students pay 
their dues on time, it is estimated that 
there will be over 250 kids in Key Club 
this year.” 

The club has become so large, 
that instead of continuing to hold the 
club’s meetings in room 252 as it has 
been done in the past, meetings will 
now be held in the theater to accom-
modate all of the new members. 

Students have to pay a due of $12 
to be a member of Key Club because it 
is an international organization. Every 
Key Club must be supported by a local 
Kiwanis, a global volunteer organiza-
tion which focuses on helping children 
and communities at the local level. The 
Aquinas Key Club is supported by the 
Lenexa Kiwanis.

Key Club has been a part of 
Aquinas for years, but it wasn’t until 
2005 that graduate Evan Daugherthy, 
was inspired by Ottawa High School’s 
large Key Club and  decided that 
Aquinas’ Key Club needed to become 
active again. It was due to his determi-
nation and enthusiasm that Aquinas 
officially re-chartered their Key Club 

in 2008. When they re-chartered they 
had about 40 members. 

 Key Club is that in order for 
Aquinas to continue to have a Key 
Club, one half of the students involved 
in the club have to be underclassmen. 

 “Not only that, students must 
pay the $12 due to participate and 
must complete at least 12 service hours 
a semester to be a club member,” Key 
Club president Casey Hancock said.

 Key Club does several different 
activities over the year to help out in 
the Aquinas communities. 

“Some trips are small and have a 
limited number of Key Club students 
who can attend. We have about one 
big activity a month though that all 
club members may attend,” Dilling-
ham said.   “We visit Ronald McDon-
ald house about twice a month and 
Operation Breakthrough about five 
times a semester.” 

   Helping prepare meals for Ron-
ald McDonald House and participating 
in Operation Breakthrough are only a 
few things that Key Club participates 
in. In addition to these trips, Key 

Club has a series of events that they 
do throughout the year. In the fall 
they have “Extreme Yard Rakeover,” 
where they help people in the com-
munity who are incapable of raking 
their leaves themselves. In addition, 
November Key Club has the Hunger 
Banquet, and event that was estab-
lished in 2005. This is an event that 
is open to anyone, not just Key Club 
members.   

   In addition to Key Club’s usual 
list of community service events, a 
new project may be in the works. Dill-
ingham and Hancock were inspired by 
how the Aquinas community has been 
affected by cancer. It is something that 
has seemed to touch everyone’s lives 
in some way or another.

 They also hope to have an event 
that would help raise money for EAW 
and KLL cancer organizations. For 
now the project is merely in the works, 
but is eagerly anticipated by Key Club 
members. d

A key club meeting brings a big surprise

KELSEY THOMECZEK
Reporter

Key Clubs popularity reaches a 
new high this year, resulting in 
huge meeting turn out.
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Courtesy of Susan Dillingham
From left to right: Brianne Bulleigh, Emily Ewert and Spencer Smith entertain and play with the babies and toddlers at 

Operation Breakthrough. Operation Breakthrough helps families who do ont have the resources to pay for a daycare.  

Saints walked into Bishop Miege’s 
Dixon Doll Stadium on Friday, Oct. 1, 
facing their toughest game of the sea-
son yet.  The Saints were undefeated, 
beating all of their last opponents by 
a margin of 27 points. Aquinas kept 
the winning streak alive by defeating 
rival Bishop Miege 31-27 and upsetting 
Miege’s homecoming game.

The Saints offense dominated the 
first half, scoring 28 of their 31 points. 
The first points came on Aquinas’ 
second snap of the game when senior 
quarterback Richard Davila threw a 
27-yard pass to junior wide receiver 
Clayton Henning.

“It was very exciting to score 
in such a big game.  I was just lucky 
enough that I got open and Rich (Da-
vila) threw a great pass to get me in the 
end zone,” Henning said.

In the second possession after 
Henning’s touchdown, Miege senior 
quarterback Max Shortell fumbled in 

his own territory and senior defensive 
lineman Kyle Colnar recovered the 
ball. Senior running back Dagan Reed 
quickly scored on an eight-yard run, 
making the score 14-0 Aquinas in the 
first quarter.

Reed was very excited that his 
team came out of the gate early with 
the lead.

“It was reassuring that we have a 
good team and showed us what we are 
capable of,” Reed said.

The Saints’ offense was a strong 
force in the first half and quickly si-
lenced the Miege homecoming crowd.

However, Miege’s Shortell gave 
the Stag crowd something to cheer 
about when he threw a 44-yard touch-
down pass in the second quarter.

Aquinas quickly responded, 
however, and scored two more touch-
downs, both with Davila involved. 
Davila threw a 12-yard pass to Reed 
for the first touchdown, and then took 
the ball to the end zone himself on an 
eight-yard run.

The Saints led the Stags 28-7 at 
halftime, and were in prime position to 
extend their winning streak to 5-0. 

Continued on Page 8, MIEGE

Class Competition Standings > Seniors: 2, Juniors: 1, Sophomores: 0, Freshmen: 0

Modern Family, Hellcats and Boardwalk Empire Fall Premieres Reviewed > Entertainment, Page 7
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Invisible Children Club is started at Aquinas

A new club has been added to 
Saint Thomas Aquinas called The 
Invisible Children of Uganda. Four 
juniors in Mrs. Hilgers class saw the 
video, Invisible Children, and wanted 
to do more. Holly Campbell, Laura 
Campbell, Brogan Moroney and 
Kirsten Snyder started this club. 

“Invisible Children club is going 
to do projects that include creating 
awareness, getting others involved in 
the efforts, and raising money for the 
children. After homecoming we’re 
planning on getting going a little 
stronger with it, we have tons of ideas.” 
said Holly Campbell.

    The video clearly states its 
message: These ‘invisible’ children of 
Uganda are humans, just like any of 
us. They have dreams of becoming 
something when they grow up. They 
do homework, sleep and pray to God.

    For example, Thomas and 
Jacob, two brothers from Uganda were 
interviewed in the movie, Invisible 
Children. Thomas said he wants to be a 
teacher, and Jacob wants to be a lawyer.    

    They continued to inform that 
The Lord’s Resistance Army (LAR) 
comes in and abducts children to train 
them to become soldiers and kill. The 

LAR is searching for Thomas and 
Jacob by name, ready to murder them 
because they managed to run away. 
They are on the run, so they cannot 
attend school and even if they could 
they have no money to pay tuition. 

Thomas told us he has absolutely 
nothing. Saint Thomas Aquinas 
students, attend school five days a 
week and go on to attend a college 
if they wish. Some complain about 
it every morning.  Uganda children 
sleep at bus stops, or basements of 
hospitals packed in like sardines with 
no blankets or pillows and live in fear 
of the LAR finding them. Most people 
can sleep 
in a bed 
with a 
mattress 
every 
night. 
They wake up every morning at dawn 
to praise the Lord and thank Him for 
keeping them safe at night. However 
other people are usually able to attend 
church for one hour every Sunday. 
        The war in Uganda has been going 
on for more than 17 years now. The 
LAR captures boys from ages five to 
12, big enough to carry a gun, and 
small enough to sneak into places and 
kill other children or capture and make 
them into soldiers. They are trained 
to kill. They become very violent and 
are 100 percent brainwashed. If you 
cry about being cold, hungry, tired or 
missing your families, you are killed. 
There are no records of the ‘child 
soldiers’, so for the past years they 
have been invisible. These children are 

no longer invisible. 
          Mary Ann Hilgers, a theology 
teacher, shows the movie Invisible 
Children every year to her classes. She 
said the kids are totally unaware of the 
situation. It makes all of them so upset 
that they are sleeping in a tight place all 
packed in, without any parents. 
 Invisible Children plans on 
raising awareness and money. 
 “One project I think would 
cause a huge impact that the Invisible 
Children club wants to do is sort of 
like sleep in a box. We would walk a 
couple miles down a busy street and 
sleep on the ground, to know what it 

feels like for the children (of 
Uganda) to do it every night. 
It would raise awareness,” said 
Hayley Peter member of the 
club. 
 The club is also 

selling 2 dollar bracelets, with all 
the profits going towards Invisible 
Children. 
 “Whenever I look at the 
bracelet it reminds me how lucky I am 
to live here, and how if we all came 
together we could help so much!” said 
Mary Watts, member of the club. 
   The creators of the video, three 
college students, Bobby, Jason, and 
Larren, set up a website to help raise 
money and promote awareness. They 
are committed to bringing these 3,000 
child soldiers home. 
    “Invisible Children uses film, 
creativity, and social action to end 
the use of child soldiers in Joseph 
Kony’s rebel war and restore Northern 
Uganda to peace and prosperity.”  

When informed about the 
child soldiers in Uganda, stu-
dents decide to start a club to 
raise awareness.

RYLEE SHEA
Reporter

Family time affects students

 
Relationships with family 

members can affect peoples’ efforts in 
school, activities and sports; and are 
important to any person’s life.

People often take their family 
for granted because they are used 
to them being around. In today’s 
society, however, it becomes harder 
and harder to spend time with 
family. Some reasons are work, 
school, sports and clubs or other 
activities. The most important 
part of a family relationship: 
communication.

 Lisa Andrews, a math teacher at 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, knows what 
a challenge it can be to make time 
for family, especially now that she is 
working full-time.

 Her family tries to have dinner 
together every night and their goal is 
to have the TV off from five to seven 
p.m. to make time for homework. 
Even with her busy schedule, she 
still finds time for her family. The 
weekend of September 25 and 26 she 
went with her family to pick apples. 
She also reads to her younger kids 
every night and says her older kids 
like to entertain the younger ones. 
Andrews says if things go well at 
home, it’s easier to be involved in 
other things, so she tries to be like 
her parents and have a nice, happy 

home. 
  According to freshman Jodie 

Hornung, her family finds time 
to be together by having a family 
dinner two nights a week and they 
try and get homework done early so 
they can all pray a rosary together 
on Sundays. They also like to play 
games, watch home movies from 
when she was little or eat out. 

    “It’s good to have a strong 
relationship with your family because 
they are the ones who you can 
always go to when you need them,” 
Hornung said. 

 Family is what keeps people 
together, and what  gives them the 
encouragement they need when they 
are unsure of themselves. Senior 
Betsy Donahue said her family is her 
support system.

 “It doesn’t matter what the 
rest of the world thinks as long as 
you have a safe place to go home to 
everyday where you are surrounded 
by people who love you,” Donahue 
said. 

 Donahue explained her family 
doesn’t do anything different or 
special when they are together, but 
they do have at least three family 
dinners a week where they can catch 
up, laugh and just have fun. As 
Donahue put it, whenever she turns 
in an assignment or competes in a 
race, she thinks about making her 
parents proud because of all they did 
to raise her. 

“I figure if they are willing to 
take care of me and pay for all my 
stuff for 18 years I owe it to them 
to do the best I can in everything 
I do to show them that I seriously 
appreciate all that they have done for 
me,” Donahue said. 

Relationships with family affect 
how students perform in  vari-
ous activities.

MAGGIE FOLEY
Opinions Editor

Chess Club

Time:
Tuesday & Thursday morn-
ings 

Where:
Commons

Moderators:

Rick Hetzel

Clubs at 
Aquinas:

Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes

Time:
Every 2 Weeks

Moderators:
Mike Thomas
Tim Lillis

French Club

Time:
First Tuesday of each month 

Where:
Room 65

Moderator:

Rebecca Bock

German Club

Time:
 A Sunday night when there is no school on Monday.  

Location:
E-mail is used for the group so they can be notified of 
meeting times and locations.  

Moderator:

Judy Nickum

Environmental Defense 
League 

Time:
Usually the last Thurs-
day of each month.

Moderator:  Terry Droge

International Thespian 
Society

Time:
Every Tuesday

Where:
Room 120

Moderator:

Kim Harrison

Japanese Club

Time: Varied

Where:
Room 25

Moderator:

Kaye Thompson
Spirit Club

Time: First Tuesday 
of the month during 
zero hour

Where: Commons

Moderators:

Serena Price

Saints Against Drunk 
Driving (SADD)

Time: Varied

Where: First Tuesday of 
the month, Room 174

Moderator:

Mary Ann Hilgers

Dead Poets Society 

Time: Varies

Where: SMC 8

Moderator: 
Craig Ewing

Irish Club

Time: Varied 

Where: SMC 5

Moderator:
Tim Lillis

Words to Action

Time: Varies

Where: SMC1

Moderator: Lisa Bau-

man

StuCo puts months of effort into Homecoming
 

 

For students, Homecoming is a 
fun week filled with spirit days, floats, 
skits, a football game, and the dance.  
For the students in Student Council, 
though, it is a different story.

Student Council is what makes 
Homecoming week happen.  Since it 
is such a busy and important week, 
the days leading up to it is nothing 
but stress for StuCo. Whether it is 
planning the themes, getting ideas 
approved, or actually working on the 
projects, StuCo never rests.   
       What is underestimated is the fact 

of how much work has to be put into 
Homecoming to make it a success.  
Even though Homecoming is only a 
week long, months of effort have to be 
put into it.

  
“First, 
seniors pick 
the themes 
midsummer, 
then we start 
working 
on it from 
August to 
October,” 
said senior 
Jenna 
Boutte, president of Student Council.

The executive student council 
has a lot to do to get ready for the 
week of Homecoming.  They have to 
make up the rules for each part of the 
competition, make videos to announce 

the Homecoming court, plan and set 
up the halftime show, and get their 
ideas approved by teachers.  

“Probably one of the 
most stressful things about it 

[Homecoming] is 
getting everything 
approved.  
Everything has to 
go to the teachers 
first,” said Boutte.

 The class 
officers have to 
help their class 
with the four 
projects—the float, 
video, skit, and the 

banner.
“It is actually more work than it 

sounds like.  You have to get people 
lined up at the right place and the right 
time and get everything needed while 
on a budget,” said executive officer 

junior Brogan Moroney. 
Along with working on 

Homecoming, StuCo members also 
have to juggle their other activities 
such as sports, homework, jobs and 
friends.

“The hardest thing about being 
on StuCo during Homecoming week 
is keeping my grades up and getting 
my parents to understand,” said Junior 
Class President Emily Wheeler.

Being on StuCo also means 
having to be able to make sacrifices to 
get things done.  A big sacrifice StuCo 
often has to make is sleep.

“An early night of StuCo is 
usually one or two in the morning 
working on something, and then 
having to get up at six or seven to have 
a meeting,” said Moroney.  “Currently 
I wake up in the morning, do my 
homework, go on a run, got to school, 
some days have work until eight or 

nine at night, then head to the float 
either after cross country or work and 
work on it until 10 or 11 p.m. Then 
I go home, take a shower, eat dinner, 
and go to bed.”

Even though working on 
Homecoming can be extremely 
stressful for StuCo members, it also 
can be very rewarding. 

“It is all worth it in the end.  You 
end up getting to know so many 
people and building new friendships,” 
said Wheeler.

Moroney agrees.
“After it’s all over, you’ve made 

such strong bonds and friendships 
with new people, and it brings each 
class closer together like one big 
family,” said Moroney. 
  

Students in Student Council 
work hard to make Home-
coming week a success.

ALEXIS LEIKER
Campus News Editor “You have to get people 

lined up at the right place at 
the right time...while on a 
budget.”

- Brogan Moroney
Junior

Photo Courtesy of Brogan Moroney

Juniors Brogan Moroney and Mary Kate Dierks work on the Junior Homecoming float.

Junior Float by the Numbers

# of Hours worked on- Over 100
Cost of supplies- $2500

# of student helpers- 18
Time taken- 4 weeks
# of nights homework was pushed aside- 18

Space of fl oat- 1920 cu. ft.

+/- 
$ % 

For more info, visit:

InvisibleChildren.com
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White Rose: Clark honors Holocaust survivor
Continued from page 1      
      Despite a hectic schedule, Clark 
built off this experience and a love for 
Klein’s story in order to author her 
essay.   
     Clark said, “When we had to write 
it, it was one of those weeks last spring 
where I had around five papers to 
write.  One night, I just sat down and 
worked until I was done, and it was 
two in the morning when I finished.”
     Little changed from the draft Clark 
completed that night to the one eventu-
ally chosen by Bauman to enter in the 
contest.  Reflecting on what set Clark’s 
essay apart from the others, Bauman 
cited its genuine voice and unique 
storytelling style.
     “You felt like you were experienc-
ing Gerda’s life as you read her essay, 
and it’s really quite extraordinary how 
she was able to take a 350 page novel 
and…capture the heart of who Gerda 
was.  Annie’s heart came through in 
that paper, and if you know Annie, you 
know she’s a sweet person,” Bauman 
said.
     Both Clark and senior Ali Ge-
nilo were selected as finalists for the 
competition, and were invited along 
with Bauman to a banquet meant to an-
nounce the winner at the Jewish Com-
munity Center of Greater Kansas City.  
     “The ceremony itself was held in 
a large ballroom, and all the finalists 
were there with their teachers,” said 
Genilo.  “I got to meet some survivors, 
including a lady who had lost every-
one in her family during the war—we 
talked while she was waiting for her 
husband to park since it was raining.”
     In addition to Holocaust survivors, 
people on the essay committee and oth-
er finalists from the Kansas City area 
were among around 200 in attendance.  
After an introductory speech and video, 
all the finalists and their instructors 
were called up to the stage so that first 
prize could be awarded.

     Clark recalled her shock moments 
later when she was declared the winner 
of the contest.
     “My mom was just bawling, and 
I was tearing up, but I knew I had 
to hold it together.  My knees were 
shaking when I had to read [my paper] 
behind the podium, but everything 
turned out alright,” Clark said.
     After reading, Clark was ap-
proached by a survivor that praised 
her speech and informed her she knew 
Klein.  Furthermore, the survivor in-
formed Clark that she was going to tell 
Klein about the essay.
     Bauman said, “Annie is such a 
humble person and had tears in her 
eyes because a Holocaust survivor 
liked what she wrote.  She couldn’t 
believe that her work made a survivor 
happy, because to her, and to all of us, 

survivors are these incredible people.
Months later in July, Clark received an 
even bigger surprise when her family 
was contacted by the Jewish Com-
munity Center asking if Klein could 
speak to Annie personally—her parents 
immediately said yes.  Although Clark 
wasn’t home the first time Klein called, 
she answered the phone later that 
evening.
     “She told me that my essay was 
in the University of Scottsdale [in 
Arizona] Archive and that she was 
really grateful for my honoring her in 
a heartfelt, sincere way,” said Clark.  
“And I was in awe about the whole 
thing; it was better than the money I 
won and was the best part of the whole 
experience.”
     A $500 prize was awarded to Clark 
personally as well as to Aquinas to-
wards an investment in Holocaust ma-

terials for the school’s 
library.  Bauman or-
dered some books with 
a portion of the money, 
and still has around 
$200 left over, yet she 
sees the real reward in 
Clark’s accomplish-
ment in what it does for 
the school’s future. 
     “What happens 
when the last survi-
vor dies?  Who will 
share their story? In a 
way, what Annie did 
by writing her essay 
was create a legacy at 
Aquinas because these 
books will help educate 
kids in the future.” said 
Bauman.
     Becoming educated 
about the struggle of 
Holocaust resistors 
appears to be the point 
agreed upon by both 
Clark and Genilo as 

one of the key things they have taken 
from the White Rose Essay experience.
     Genilo said, “It’s really important 
to know about the past so that you can 
live the future in the best way possible

 

This is a snap shot of Gerda Weissman, the woman of topic in Clark’s 
story. 

Fast Facts about Gerda:
Gerda fell in love with one of the American liberators who was a Ger-
man born Jew named Kurt Klein. He went to visit her in the hospital 
after she was liberated and they soon fell in love. They came to the 
U.S. together. Since then she has written a memoir titled “All But My 
Life.” She and Kurt have also written a book containing letters that they 
wrote to each other while they were dating. The documentary titled, 
“One Survivor Remembers,” is based off of Klein’s “All But My Life” 
which won an Emmy and an Academy Award. 

Inside Look: Summer, fall fads 2010
MITCHELL COTA
Front Page Editor

     

     

     

                                                                        
Silly Bandz are the biggest trend since 
Livestrong wristbands, but like most 
fads, they have been around for years 
before coming to true popularity. Silly 
Bandz were originally distributed in 
2008 only to become a craze during 
this past summer.
     Senior Shannon Sherman is a fer-
vent Silly Bandz wearer, first receiving 
them as a Christmas gift a few years 
ago.
   “They were simple shapes like a cat, 
pig, dog and turtle,” Sherman said. 
“This summer, I was reintroduced to 
them when my cousins that I nanny for 
showed me and gave me these Silly 
Bandz.”
     The original Silly Bandz have 
shelved out an impressive $100 mil-
lion from the beginning of this year 
to now, according to “The Associated 
Content.” However, the company does 
not go unrivaled with competitors 
like Crazy Bandz or Zanybandz out to 
cash-in with this fad.
      These things may just be rubber 
bands, but Sherman feels like they are 
so much more than that.
      “Silly Bandz express a person’s 
individuality and are unique to each 
person.”  Sherman said. “I have Silly 
Bandz that correspond to activities or 
other things in my life like a tennis 
racket because I play tennis.”
       Silly Bandz’s variety obviously 
leave room for uniqueness, ranging 
from Sherman’s favorite, skull and 
cross bone, to something simple like a 
horse. Silly Bandz’s actual shape isn’t 
the only variety about them; they come 
in an abundant amount of colors and 
some even glow-in-the-dark, are tie-dye 
or scented.
        This fad could stay around forever, 
but most likely will fade away, espe-
cially when considering the Silly Bandz 
general expensive cost. On average they 
cost about $5 for a pack of 24, where 
the customer can’t pick or choose the 
one they want, leading to plenty of 
throwaway or giveaway Silly Bandz. 
Yet, Silly Bandz’s collectability and 
tradability allow for people to get all 
the bands that they want opposed to the 
common, boring bands.
        “I refuse to buy [Silly Bandz]; I 
just get the ones that I like from my 
friends.” Sherman said. “Maybe if the 
price goes down I would buy them, and 
maybe they will stay popular longer.”
        Silly Bandz’s popularity could 
decrease soon, but for now they will be 
a fad that everyone could remember 20 

years down the road despite possible 
popularity decrease.
      “[Silly Bandz] are just something 
that are so unique, and everyone can 
have them and be entertained.” Sher-
man said.

Tie-Dye
              
      Tie-dye is one of those fads that has 
gone from popularity to unpopularity to 
even more popular than the first time, 
multiple times. The tie-dye patterns are 
not the only thing that makes this trend 
so popular, since the actual process is 
half the fun.
        Senior and tie-dye enthusiast An-
nie Drape has made everything from the 
original tie-dye t-shirts to tie-dye shoes.
       “I love tie-dye pattern.” Drape said. 
“It’s so vibrant and colorful.”
This fad has spanned across all scopes, 
including being a Silly Band variant and 
can be put on virtually anything if it’s 
mostly cotton.
       “Currently, I’m working on a tie-

dye headband.” Drape said.
        The most important thing, and 
probably most enjoyable is the process 
of tie-dyeing. This process requires a lot 
of patience, lots of dye, cleaning materi-
als, rubber gloves, washing and drying. 
        “I have to tie-dye in my backyard 
because it’s such a messy project.” 
Drape said.
        This fad will probably continuous-
ly go away and then re-emerge; it was 
especially popular during the 1970s. 
Who knows when this fad will die-out, 
if ever.
        “[Tie-dye] will always be around.” 
Drape said.
         Fads are just another mainstream 
element in our society that change 
constantly, but will always be a part of 
popular culture, spanning from des-
serts to rubber bands. If fads last or not 
mostly depends on the fad’s uniqueness, 
usefulness and various other attributes. 
Silly Bandz, cupcakes, yogurt and tie-
dye are crazes of this time and could be 
for a long time, or not. d

Frozen Yogurt

      

Unless someone lives way out in 
the middle of nowhere, then it’s an 
enormous possibility that there’s a 
Peachwave or Orange Leaf nearby. 
This food craze has recently blown-up 
this summer in Kansas.

           Yogurt’s popularity has caused a 
total of seven Orange Leafs and four 
Peachwaves to open up in Kansas 
alone, according to their respective 
websites. 

           This alternative to ice cream may be 
a booming business, but its popularity 
is much more than that. Junior Marie 
Radke is an employee of the Peach-
wave dessert chain, and has seen 
yogurt’s popularity first-hand.

         “People prefer yogurt over ice cream 
because it’s a healthier option for 
them.” Radke said.

          According to the Dairy Queens’ 
nutritional facts, one small child’s 
vanilla cone has 170 calories, 4.5 
grams of fat and 18 grams of sugar for 
a 99 gram serving. Whereas, Orange 
Leaf’s vanilla tart has 88 calories, 3 
grams of fat and 14 grams of sugar for 
an 88 gram serving, according to their 
nutritional facts. Yogurt is obviously 
a more viable option, when consider-
ing the health comparison between 
the two. 

           “At Peachwave, you do your own 
toppings and choose the amount of 
yogurt you want.” Radke said.

              This do-it-yourself serving style 
can lead to abuse of this better health 
option of dessert against regular, old 
ice cream because people tend to buy 
more than they really need or want. 
Yogurt’s affordability also seems to 
contribute to this fad’s craze. With 
the price being around 39 cents per 
ounce at Peachwave and around 
40 cents per ounce at Orange Leaf, 
even teenagers can afford this place. 
Toppings,however, can add a huge 
amount to the price.

            Peachwave and Orange Leaf’s 
atmosphere also allows for an awe-
some, comfortable hangout to go to 
with friends, causing these yogurt 
places to always be packed.

            Being healthy is a fad in itself right 
now; therefore like the health fad the 
yogurt fad has a chance of disappear-
ing.

          “I think yogurt is just a fad.” Radke 
said. “It’ll probably just disappear 
eventually, or just decrease in popu-
larity a lot after awhile.”

           It may be sometime before yogurt 
is not a set fixture in our pop culture, 
but it could die out anytime, espe-
cially considering this fad started in 
California and New York years ago.

           
            Another dessert no one can seem 

to get enough of is cupcakes. These 
mini-desserts have suddenly become 
a huge fad in recent years, spawn-
ing numerous television shows and 
cupcakeries. 

            Senior Anna Sabatini is an intern 
at a bakery, where cupcakes are the 
biggest selling item there.

          “[Cupcakes] are like mini-cakes.” 
Sabatini said. “You can bake them 
faster, and they are the perfect size to 
eat.”

            Cupcake’s popularity is very 
similar to yogurt with both these fads 
starting mostly in the West coast, 
making their way over to the Mid-
west.

         “When I was in California a couple 
years ago, I went to the very first cup-
cakery ever made.” Sabatini said.

           Cupcakes are just a dessert for 
some, but these cupcakeries have 
opened up everywhere; there are two 
in our area: Smallcakes and Cupcake 
A La Mode. The locally opened 
Smallcakes have been featured on the 
television show, “Cupcake Wars.”

                “I love how cute the Smallcakes’ 
cupcakery is itself.” Sabatini said. 
“Cupcake A La Mode fills their cup-
cakes with frosting, which made my 
first bite taste incredible when I had it 
for the first time.”

           The dessert-obsessed America has 
full-heartedly accepted cupcakes 
into our pop culture with a total of 
three television shows spanning three 
channels: TLC’s “DC Cupcakes”, 
Food Networks’ “Cupcake Wars” 
and Women’s Entertainment’s “The 
Cupcake Girls.”

           It seems this fad might stick around 
for a long time, considering the popu-
larity spreads across all the country’s 
mediums. Cupcakes’ delectability 
could turn it into a household-known 
dessert across the nation.

           “Cupcakes are a fast way to fix a 
cake craving.” Sabatini said. “Plus, 
they always look so pretty with all the 
decorations.”

Cupcakes

Just Living: Gerda Weissman Klein

“The wonder is not that there was so little resistance,

but that, in the end, there was so much.” This quote

from Lucy Dawidowicz is personified in the story

of Gerda and the many others that dared to resist the

Nazi police during the Holocaust. There is a vast 

difference between knowing that the persecution 

taking place was inhumane and immoral beyond 

reason and actually taking initiative to act upon this 

awareness. Jews resisted in many different ways such 

as staging revolts in camp ghettos, continuing to 

practice their faith , and choosing to fight for their 

survival.

Senior Shannon Sherman, is a frequent braclet wearer. Take a look at her 
covered wrists filled with braclets galore.

Here is an excerpt from Clark’s essay.

Livestrong braclet                                         Colts braclet
                                  
                          Duck tape braclet

                                                                                                        Kairos braclet
                    Winners braclet
                                                                   Silly Bandz

and prevent things like the Holocaust 
from happening again.” d
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From pizza, to Powerade, see what you’re 
eating out of the Treat America lunchroom!

Student Favorites

Teacher Favorites

Entrées Cost

Non-entreé Sandwiches

Side Dishes

Cost

Cost

Cost

Cost

Statistics
•	 Average	Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	student	Lunch-	Entrée,	
fries,	Powerade
•	 Average	lunch	cost-$5
•	 Average	teacher	lunch	cost-$6
•	 Favorite	student	item-french	fries
•	 Favorite	teacher	item-salad

$2.50/slice

$2.75/each

$3.25/each

$3.00/each

$3.00/each

$3.00/10

$1.00/each

$1.25/cup

$1.25/4 oz. serving

$1.00/each

$3.00/2 each

$1.50/4 oz. serving

$4.50/each

Lingo	You	Need	to	Know:
	 Treat	Score-a	health	rating	based	on	a	scale	of	0	through	25	with	0	being	the	overall	healthiest	and	25	being	the	overall	least	healthy.
To	see	nutrition	facts	on	other	items	go	to	www.stasaints.net>Student	Services>Lunch	Menu>Item	you	choose.
Photos	courtesy	of	Treat	America.
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Mission Statement
The Shield is a newspaper 
sponsored by Saint Thomas 

Aquinas High 
School and produced by its 
students to provide informa-
tion, entertainment and open 
forum as well as a learning 
experience for the staff mem-
bers. The goal of The Shield’s 
staff is to meet professional 
journalism standards. Staff 
members are responsible for 
the content of the newspaper 
and strive to report news ac-
curately, objectively and com-
pletely. The Shield is an open 
forum for student expression 
and aims to communicate the 
concerns of the student body 
as well as the faculty, staff 
and Aquinas community. 

Advertising

The Shield sells advertise-
ments to help with publica-
tion costs. All ads will be 
subject to the same scrutiny 
as stories. The Shield will not 
print obscenities or any ads 
promoting products illegal to 
those under the age of 18. 
For advertising, please call 
(913) 319-2460.
 
Subscriptions
Subscriptions to The Shield 
are $2 per issue. To subscribe, 
drop off an envelope contain-
ing your payment labeled with 
the subscriber’s name and 
address in the Journalism 
Room (Room 212). Subscrip-
tions can also be sent to Saint 
Thomas Aquinas High School 

c/o Matt Hallauer.

Letters Policy
Letters may be accepted by 
The Shield, provided that they 
are signed and do not contain 
any libelous information. The 
Shield reserves the right to 
edit the letters for grammar, 
obscenity, or space consider-
ation, and also reserves the 
right to not print a letter.

    The          Shield
11411 Pflumm

Overland Park, KS 66215

         

Joshua Tree: R.I.P. 

As people might have realized, 
the Joshua Tree seemed to be 
missing from the pages of last issue.  

I regret to inform everyone who 
knew it, that it will not be coming 
back.  I intended to have the Joshua 
tree, but I have decided that it was 
leading away from satirical news 
and into silly anecdotes.  This is 
not to say that it wasn’t fun while it 
lasted.   

I know that many people read 
Josh’s stories and enjoyed hearing 
about the creature of the issue and 
“Did You Know” columns. The 
student body can now reminisce of 
the fun stories and accept the fact 
that there is no satirical news page 

this year. 
Others may say good riddance 

to that page and that it really wasn’t 
news worthy.  This may be true, but 
I think I will still miss reading about 
how Steve Jobs is buying the rights 
to the rest of the vowels and that 
Taco Bell’s food will ruin one’s life.  
Hallauer said Saint Thomas Aquinas 
will not have seen its last satirical 
page, but the current students will 
not be able to enjoy it anytime soon.  

The Shield is not scheduled to 
have another “Joshua Tree” until 
Mr.Hallauer decides when we should 
have another.  Not in spite of Josh 
Lodoly’s page last year, just because 
of the cycle that the page can be put 
in the paper.  

I do ask that people try and 
remember the Joshua Tree and its 
good stories.  His goal was just to 
make people laugh and hopefully 
he was able to accomplish that.  
However, there is hope for the 
future. The rest of The Shield staff 
and myself are going to continue to 
do what this paper does best, give 
people the news in an entertaining 
way. There just won’t be any more 
Minotaurs. For now. 

The Joshua Tree says farewell 
until the time comes for it to 
be brought back. 

Stadium seating causes problems for students

Saint Thomas Aquinas President 
Bill Ford denied rumors that changes 
are coming soon to the stadium.

“If you try to do something like 
that for $1.5 million, you have to have 
a good reason,” Ford said.

The costs of adding field turf and 
new seating, among other things, are 
legitimate arguments against making 
changes.  Additionally, for any funding 
to be allocated towards improvements, 
approval must be given by the school’s 
Economic Board of Advisors.

“We don’t have a timetable, 
I just don’t think now would be 
a good time,” Ford said.  “It’s on 
the radar screen, but once folks are 
back working, we’ll consider making 
changes more closely.”

Yet some people believe that, 
despite economic conditions, 
renovating should be actively pursued.  
Activities Director Sarah Burgess has 
seen that some people want Aquinas to 
begin fundraising efforts now instead 
of later.

Burgess said, “When I talk to 
parents, there’s a lot of people that 
want to see what we can go get.”

What can be done to please these 
parents while still being responsible 
with monetary issues?  I tend to agree 
with the priorities Burgess would have 
if given the chance to start building 
now.

“We need new seating,” said 
Burgess.  “Yes, I’d love to have turf 
so we wouldn’t have to mow and 
stripe it, but the current seating and 
accessibility is an administrative 
nightmare.”

The wobbly silver bleachers have 
been a fixture of Aquinas seating for 
a long time, or at least as far back as 
I can remember.  Yet one thing I also 
recall is their tendency to break under 

high stress, something senior Tyler 
Hetzel recently experienced.

“At the last game [Blue Valley 
North], five to ten feet of a row of 
stands broke.  When you’re jumping 
around on them the seats will wiggle, 
and it’s hard to exercise the wiggalo,” 
Hetzel said.

Students and faculty might 
be aware of the need for seating, 
but accessibility problems are a 
lesser known issue in the stadium.  
Currently, the bleachers aren’t 
handicap accessible like in the gym, 
and those with disabilities are placed 
on a piece of plywood over grass next 
to the fence on the field itself.

Granted, this meager handicap 
arrangement is by no means the fault 
of the people who originally installed 
the seating.     

“The Americans with Disabilities 
Act came into effect 1990, after we 
installed the bleachers, so we were 
exempt from the law,” Ford said.  
“Whenever you do a renovation now, 
you have to take into account handicap 
issues.”

Despite exemption, other schools 
have not been so lenient in criticizing 
the current way seating is implemented 
at Aquinas.

Burgess said, “Last year, the 

Gardner [Edgerton] committee 
squawked about our ADA compliance.  
Other schools make a big deal about it, 
but we make do with what we have.”

Considering the costs of 
supporting high quality athletic 
programs and running a high school, 
I fully understand that compromises 
have to be made when deciding where 
money goes.  A line must be drawn, 
though, when these choices force us 
to give up opportunities such as the 
nationally televised Gardner Edgerton 
football game.

“Based on a site survey ESPN 
made, the parking and seating 
arrangements at Aquinas didn’t meet 
their standards,” Burgess said.  “Rather 
than lose the game, we decided to 
move it Gardner, and I think it was a 
logical choice.”

Other factors in this decision 
might have been a need for a larger 
press box and more room for the 
camera equipment ESPN brings to 
their televised events.  But Aquinas, 
if it wishes to prevent situations 
such as this in the future, must take 
definite steps now in defining when 
the bleachers will be expanded to meet 
safety and media standards. 

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor-in-Chief

Students and faculty question 
if renovations will be made to 
the stadium soon.

A look inside study hall shows student views

To many students, study hall is 
bad news. The notice means more 
than sitting in a classroom after or 
before school: it means that grades 
are slipping, and the time has come to 
fix them. It also means that you must 
get the grade up or else you will be 
ineligible. 

Students have many different 
opinions on study hall, as well as 
teachers and staff. Some think that 
study hall is extremely efficient and 
good, while others think it is pointless. 
It is time to weigh the pros and cons: 
does study hall work?

Before, if students had two grades 
under a 77 percent they had to go to 
study hall. Due to changes recently 
this year, the rules have now changed. 
If a student has one grade below a 70 

percent they must go to study hall. 
Many teachers think the rule is helpful, 
along with students. 

“I think we’re seeing less of study 
hall this year because of the new rule. 
The students are doing better, and 
we’re becoming more lenient,” soccer 
coach Craig Ewing said. “So far, we 
haven’t had a varsity player miss a 
game.”

Activities director Sarah Burgess 
seems to agree. “I took a poll of the 
teaching staff, and asked if two grades 
below a 77 percent were too harsh. A 
majority agreed,” Burgess said. “We 
were catching the wrong kids. Below a 
70 percent signals a problem.”

Though most Saint Thomas 
Aquinas students might not agree, 
teachers and 
some students 
agree with 
study hall. 
Though it is 
only for people 
in athletics and 
activities, those 
who are in it 
sometimes find 
it more helpful. 

“When people get home, they get 
on the computer or watch TV. It’s 
easier to study (this way),” sophomore 
Mary O’Connell said. “For me, I get a 
lot done.”

Ewing also had a positive outlook 
on study hall. 

“I think it works, we’re better 
because of it. Ripped off are the 15 

percent not involved,” Ewing said. 
Although study hall is supposed 

to be helpful, some don’t view it as 
that. While inside study hall, students 
are expected to work on homework. 
To some, this can be seen as a 
punishment. 

“You’re treated like you’re in 
detention,” senior Matt Korte said.

This year, students’ abilities to 
view their grades are different. 

Skyward, the new system that 
allows students to check their grades 
seems to be helpful. This way students 
are able to figure out what their grade 
is immediately, and have time to raise 
it before the notices come out. Unlike 
last year when students had to wait 
to receive a weekly email about their 

grades, students 
now can check their 
grades anytime 
during the day. 

“We’re notifying 
kids today. They 
have all day to try to 
get off the list. We’re 
raising awareness,” 
Burgess said.

As for advice on 
how to stay out of study hall, Burgess 
had a few wise words. 

“Get help with teachers, we are 
willing to work with students one on 
one. You have to find help but it is 
there. Someone else is available; find 
someone else in the department. If 
something happens like divorce or a 
death, come talk to me.” 

MEGAN LUCAS
Reporter

“When people get home, 
they get on the computer 
or watch TV. It’s easier to 
study (this way),”

- Mary O’Connell,
sophomore

With the school’s new rule 
changes students are finding 
study hall more helpful.

Here are the corrections 
for the September ninth 
issue of The Shield:
In the cross country 
story Alex Weitkamp 
was not cut from the 
soccer team.
In the soccer story Kyle 
Gress had no saves. 
In the concert reviews 
story there were only 
55,000 fans. 

Stadium Seating 
Capacity

 Shawnee Mission North:  
   6,500 

Blue Valley Northwest:   

 3,708

 Bishop Miege: 3,675

Blue Valley: 3,650

 Gardner Edgerton:   

   3,000

Saint Thomas Aquinas:   

  2,746*

*Assumes 18” person width

Ice, snow and average 
temperatures below freezing are only 
a few of the seasonal issues Kansans 

face every winter. But some feel Saint 
Thomas Aquinas’ dress code does not 
cover certain annoyances that winter 
provides yearly. 

At Aquinas, there is a dress 
code to “provide a uniform 
appearance, provide a sense of 
pride and responsibility in personal 
appearance, reduce the cost of buying 
clothes and to reduce competition 
between students based on physical 
appearance.” These are all valid points 
and the main point of my opinion is 
not to argue with them but to help 
make the uniform more temperature 
friendly.

But there are some “rules” not 
noted in the handbook that make 
attending classes uncomfortable and 

occasionally painfully cold for girls 
who choose to wear skirts. 

“I was already cold going to 
SMC and it wasn’t even all that cold 
outside,” sophomore Sarah Gabriel 
said, “It’s only going to get colder.”

This rule states that students may 
not wear sweatpants underneath their 
skirts to or from 
the University 
of Saint Mary 
(SMC). Even 
though the 
dress code states 
students may not 
wear sweatpants under their skirt, it 
also states that students may not wear 
a jacket, coat, sweater or sweatshirt 
that isn’t from the Spirit Shop. One 

exception is that “on days where the 
temperature is 45 degrees or colder, 
jackets may be worn to and from the 
Saint Mary building. Jackets may not 
be worn in the classroom.” I believe 
that, as long as the other dress code 
rules are followed, the same courtesy 
should be extended to sweatpants.

“I think it’s 
really unfair that 
guys get to wear 
pants to be warm 
but girls who might 
not like uniform 
pants can’t wear 

sweatpants for the five seconds it takes 
to get from one building to the next,” 
junior Jamie Lacy said, “The cold is 
awful, especially since I get cold super 

easily. Its difficult to concentrate in 
class when I’m busy shivering.”

According to Yahoo Weather, the 
average low temperature in Overland 
Park, Kan. for the winter months 
(December through February) is never 
higher than 25 degrees. The average 
high never tops 45 degrees—the exact 
temperature for the exception of the 
rule as regards to wearing a jacket that 
isn’t from the Spirit Shop. The same 
exception should apply to wearing 
sweatpants to and from SMC as well.

The rule preventing students from 
wearing sweatpants was not created to 
force kids to remain cold but to keep 
the school’s uniform policy in check. 
To help change this rule talk with 
teachers and other administrators. 

Female students dread the trek 
to and from University of Saint 
Mary because of uniform rules.

“I was already cold go-
ing to SMC and it wasn’t 
even that cold outside,”

-Sarah Gabriel
sophomore

JOE KUCHARSKI
Senior Analyst
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Saints review Fall TV season openers

HBO’s newest show, “Boardwalk 
Enterprise,” seems poised to surpass 
“The Sopranos” with its built from 
scratch replication of Atlantic City 
and high production costs—the pilot 
alone took $18 million to make.  This 
prohibition era drama, starring Steve 
Buscemi , who played Tony Blundetto  
in the Sopranos, has a lot of potential 
but still needs to find a unique style to 
separate it from other crime dramas.

The show’s pilot deals with 
contrasts, both in tone and the 
characters themselves.  Busceni, 
playing city treasurer Nucky Thompson 
in the show, speaks at a Women’s 
Temperance Meeting in an early 
scene, talking about how much alcohol 
impacted his childhood.  When talking 
to a friend outside the meeting, we 
find out this whole story is fake, with 
Thompson saying to “never let the truth 
get in the way of a good story.”

As prohibition takes effect, the 
vibrant colors of Atlantic City’s streets 
seem to dull a bit to reflect the mood 
change of the citizens.  Little stylistic 
changes such as this give the show a 
gritty tone that persists as the city’s 

leaders plot to smuggle in liquor despite 
government enforcement of the rule.

The show’s pace resembles the 
Godfather with long build-ups to violent 
outbursts.  Some of the conflict in 
the show comes from Federal Agent 
Nelson Van Alden (Michael Shannon), 
who threatens some of Thompson’s 
friends in order to prevent an alcohol 
shipment to Chicago from Atlantic City.  
Through it all, Thompson tries to have 
others commit violence for him while 
he reaps the rewards; at his very core, 
he is a man reluctant to be at conflict at 
others despite his authoritative outward 
appearance.  

It’s all very well done, but it also 
feels derivative, something which 
further refinement could fix. 

For all the CW lovers out there, 
the popular television network has a 
new show this fall television season. 
Hellcats, a comedy/drama, stars 
Aly Michalka and Ashley Tisdale.  
The show is about college-aged 
cheerleaders, and the pilot episode 
explained the main plot.  Michalka 
plays Marti Perkins, a sarcastic, hard 

working young adult. 
Savannah Monroe, played by 

Ashley Tisdale, is the peppy Christian 
captain of the Hellcats. To her, Perkins 
is rude and negative. When the two are 
forced to dorm together as roommates, 
they quickly become friends. 

This show is upbeat and funny. 
I thoroughly enjoyed it. It deals with 
issues that some of us deal with in 
our daily lives: success, failure, and 
friendship. 

The pilot episode kicks the season 
off to a strong start, with more drama 
and romance to follow. 

So if you love Gossip Girl, 90210, 
or The Vampire Diaries, give this show 
a try. You might end up enjoying it. 

 Though the season premiere 
of Modern Family was about being 
nostalgic, not Much has changed 
between seasons one and two.

    Cameron and Mitchell opened 
the show with the idea that they wanted 
to build a princess castle for their 
daughter, Lily. Mitchell, as much as 

he wanted to help, isn’t a very handy 
guy. People cower in fear whenever he 
wields a hammer.

   Eventually Mitchell finds out 
that Cameron is placating him. Hurt, he 
finished the castle by himself, trapping 
himself inside in the process. 

    Gloria, a Columbian native, 
quickly learned that she is no exception 
to the rule: “In my culture, mothers 
are very clingy to their sons. In fact, 
the leading cause of death among 
Colombian women is when their sons 
get married. ”

  During the show, Phil is able to 
sell the old car but set up a deal with the 
new owner to have one last day with it. 
Everyone finally piled out of the car just 
in time for the car to roll backwards and 
off the hill while Phil jumped onto the 
hood as Claire screamed, “What’s the 
plan, Phil?!”

    Though this was another good 
show, I feel like Modern Family played 
it very safe. Sticking thier regular 
theme. However, previous shows had a 
theme but had a section tying the family 
as a whole together. This time it seems 
like each section of the family had their 
own full story so the show was much 
more random. d

“The Town”  review with Joe Kucharski

JOE KUCHARSKI
Senior Analyst

Newly released bank heist 
flick features many well-
known actors.

                

Probably one of the best guy 
movies of this year, The Town has every 
aspect an action movie could ever have 
with a great story and plot that, in my 
eyes, could be award winning.  

Ben Affleck, the director and the 
actor who plays the main character in 
the film, has thought of every scenario 
a guy would want to see in a movie.  
It includes drugs, money, violence, 
theft, car chases, guns, women, and the 
list goes on from there. If a person is 
watching this film and ends up walking 
out of the theater because it is boring, 
then they really don’t like movies.    

The robbery scenes in this movie 
are phenomenal especially.  It seems to 
me that in movies that bank robberies 
depicted in movies, that the thieves 
always miss or forget something.  This is 
the first movie where I couldn’t think of 
anything Affleck had forgotten to have 
them do.  Senior Kevin Buchanan can 
vouch for my opinion

 “After I thought about it, that 
might have been one of my favorite heist 
scenes I have ever seen, Buchanan said.

 Aside from the action in this 
movie, there is also some great acting 
being done.  Ben Affleck sports a pretty 
convincing Boston accent in his role as 
Doug.  He really makes you feel the pain 
that he feels and his supporting actors 

Jeremy Renner (The Hurt Locker) and 
Jon Hamm (Mad Men) really do a good 
job bringing conflicts to the highest 
emotional level that they could.   

I would really urge people to see 
this especially if they like the actors.  
Everyone involved in this movie have 
been in great action movies or dramas 
whether it is on or off the screen.  The 
off the screen greats of this movie 
include the producers who are also the 
same people who gave the public the 
award winning movie “The Departed,” 
which included another fantastic cast 
consisting of Matt Daman, Mark 
Wahlberg, Leonardo DiCaprio, and the 
great Jack Nicholson.

Honestly I have watched a lot of 
movies this year but this might be in 
the top two, right up against Inception, 
another amazing movie that should be 
seen and loved by everyone even if it is 
necessary to think about what you are 
watching to understand the movie.  

Other movies that are a must see 
during this fall and winter:

Horror
1. Case 39-Starring Renée 

Zellweger (Leather Heads) and 
Bradley Cooper (The Hangover)

2.Let Me In- Chloe Moretz (Kick-
Ass) and Richard Jenkins (Stepbrothers)

3. My Soul to Take- Max Thieriot 
(Chloe) and Frank Grillo (Edge of 
Darkness)

Drama

1.Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps- 
Michael Douglas (Ghosts of Girlfriends 

Past) and  Shia LaBeouf (Transformers 
2: Revenge of the Fallen)

2. 127 Hours- James Franco (Date 
Night)

3. Social Network- Jesse Eisenberg 
(Zombie Land) Rooney Mara (A 
Nightmare on Elm Street)[2010]

Thriller/Action

1.Buried- Ryan Reynolds (The 
Proposal)

2. The Debt- Sam Worthington 
(Clash of the Titans) Tom Wilkinson 
(Duplicity)

3. The Adjustment Bureau- Matt 
Damon (Greenzone) Terence Stamp 

(Valkyrie) d

Entertainment 
Websites

Student 
Playlilst

Rating: dddd

Rating: ddd

Grooveshark- Many music lovers 
have been lucky enough to find 
this website. Grooveshark is an 
iTunes account that can be accessed 
through any computer and all of its 
music is free to download.The only 
real difference between iTunes and 
Grooveshark is that an iPod can 
be used to transport your music.  
Grooveshark is an iTunes account 
that can be accessed through any 
computer and all of its music is free 
to download.
 
“I like it for when I’m searching for 
when I am on a music search. I can 
get all the songs I want,” said junior 
Brie Putthoff 
 	
Tribute.ca- People can spend hours 
watching movie trailers for films 
that are out in theaters.  It also can 
show people how trailers of movies 
that are coming out from upcoming 
dates that span from next weekend 
to months before the movie is 
scheduled to come out.  This website 
is also an online ticket booth so 
after someone watch the trailers, 
they can go ahead and buy a ticket, 
or even buy the DVD if the film 
has been released.  It even rates the 
movie, gives the movie person a 
quick synopsis of the story and plot, 
and gives a review from groups of 
commentators who have seen the 
films. 

What song do you want 
to hear at Homecoming?

Megan Pruett: Dynamite by 
Tao Cruz

Philip Loughman: I Like It by 
Enrique Iglesias

Alexis Leikam: All I Do Is 
Win by D.J. Khaled

Mary Watts: Because You 
Loved Me by Celine Dion

Austin Joerger: About an Hour 
Ago by O.A.R.

Carrie Davis: Club Can’t 
Handle Me Right Now by Flo 
Rida feat. David Guetta

Hannah Carmichael: Just A 
Dream by Nelly

Jeff Thelen: Like a G6 by Far 
East Movement

“Boardwalk Empire”

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor-In-Chief

“Hellcats”

MEGAN LUCAS
Reporter

“Modern Family”

Rating: dddd

CAROLE TRICKY
Centerspread Editor

JOE KUCHARSKI
Senior Analyst

Kansas City is home to 
many Chinese restaurants, 
whether they are good or 
bad.

Most people outside of Kansas have a 
very plain perspective on our residence.  
We still can’t live down The Wizard of 
Oz.   My family from Ohio was surprised 
to see that we actually had things to 
do that didn’t pertain to farming or 
livestock.   The same can be said about 
our food. No one would guess we would 
have anything to eat other than meat and 
potatoes but I want to stop those rumors 
in their tracks.  A food that I believe 
Kansas has been able to create pretty 
successfully Chinese food. 

Our first General Tso’s soldier is Wei’s 
Super Buffet.  I will say this, if you 
are trying to impress your out-of-town 
company, than DO NOT go to this place.  
It consists of food that people would 
expect the heart of America would be 
able to make.  Basically, this Chinese 
buffet is large and has a lot choices, the 
quality of the food is the equivalent to 
Mimi’s Pizza’s “cardboard esk pizza”.  
Also, the price tag on your dish will be 
a tad large at 12 dollars.  However, it’s 
an all you can eat buffet and they have 
something for anyone.   If you have 

someone that doesn’t like Chinese food, 
well Wei’s has everything from chow 
mien to cheeseburgers.  A plus about this 
restaurant is that it has a full, pick your 
own toping, stir-fry station.  No added 
charge for unlimited steak, shrimp, and 
of course noodles.  

The next place is in a completely 
different category comparatively to 
the last restaurant I mentioned.  If a 
customer wants to go somewhere fancy 
and needs to take a date someplace, the 
elegant Blue Koi Mongolian Barbeque 
is the place to be.  It isn’t a buffet, but 
it is fantastic nonetheless.  The original 
owners of a certain Chinese restaurant 
chain known as Genghis Khans are now 
the proud owners of this establishment.  
So, if you have gone to any Genghis 
Khans in the past, you might be seeing 
some familiar faces.  The thing you 
really need to pay attention to is the 
menu, which includes some interesting 
names such as Pineapple Cherry Crispy 
Shrimp, Strawberry Bubble tea, and a 
sauce on the side that is literally named 
awesome sauce.  That aspect of the 
restaurant would get me to the door.

With both of these places being very 
good, I can honestly say I have saved the 
best for last.  While the food is great, it 
could probably be better, but you have 
to look at this restaurant as a whole.  
With good atmosphere, great paintings, 
and a very courteous staff that instead 

of hovering around to see when the 
customer is done, but check in to see if 
they need more of something, true joy 
can really be found in Joy China.  A 
small, secluded place wedged next to 
a Pizza Shoppe and hidden behind a 
Subway you will find a Chinese buffet 
above the rest.   Sure, if you are looking 
for a fancy place for date night, you may 
want to look away from a Chinese buffet, 
or any buffet for that matter.  Although, 
if you want good service, great food, and 
the cheapest price for a Chinese place 
anywhere around, Joy China is honestly 
the best local place to go.  

                                       Photo courtesy of Wikipedia.

                                       Photo courtesy of Joe Kucharski

                                       Photo courtesy of Joe Kucharski
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Football

Aquinas @ Miege
Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 
Total
Saint Thomas Aquinas 14 14 3 0 31
Bishop Miege  0 7 6 13 26

    STA Miege
First Downs   17 22
Rushing Yards  40-154 36-105
Pass Att-Comp-Int  20-10-1 36-18-1
Total Offense Plays- Yards 60-311 72-477
Fumbles- Lost  3-2 2-2
Penalties- Yards  5-36 7-36
Possesion Time  22:42 25:18
Third Down Conversions 3 of 11 7 of 16
Fourth Down Conversions 2 of 3 0 of 2
Red -Zone Scores- Chances 4-4 2-3
Sacks By: Number- Yards 3-20 4-31
Interception Returns- Yards 1-0 1-0
Fumbles- Lost  3-2 2-2
Punts (Number-Avg.) 3-38.7 4-37.5 3-38.7
Punt Returns (Yards) 1-20 0-0

Volleyball

Blue Springs South Tournament- 1st Place
Saints vs Ozark  26-24, 25-14
Saints vs Lee’s Summit West  26-28, 21-25
Saints vs Ray Pec 25-22, 25-15
Quarters...Saints vs O’Hara  23-25, 25-20, 25-14
Semi’s...Saints vs Cor Jesu  25-23, 25-19
Finals...Saints vs St. Teresa’s  25-15, 25-21

Saints vs. Blue Valley North
 25-19, 25-16, 25-17

Saints vs. Blue Valley West
22-25, 22-25, 23-25

Debate

State Ranking- 4th

Washburn Rural
Anthony Frook & Casey Hancock- 1st place
Amanda Gress and Maggie Bernard- 3rd place
Anthony Frook- 9th place (speaker)

Cross Country

Metro Championship
Girls
Overall Place- 3rd                     
Total Time:  1:41:13.00                                                    
Average:       20:14.60                       

Place Runner   Time  
16   Reazin, Libby                     19:47.00   
17   Cofer, Bailee                     19:51.00   
33   Donahue, Betsy               20:25.00   
43   Steele, Libby                    20:34.00
46   Angles, Jennifer               20:36.00
 53   Henn, Roz                         20:45.00
88   Marquess, Lauren           21:19.00                                         

Boys
Overall Place- 5th 
Total Time:  1:26:38.00                                                    
Average:    17:19.60      

Place Runner   Time     
5   Weitkamp, Alex                16:30.00    
21  Coffin, Tom                       17:00.00   
30   Meixelsperger, Craig        17:14.00               
52   Logan, Nick                        17:38.00      
98  Luther, Jack                       18:16.00   

Soccer

Gateway Classic
Saints vs. CBC  W  2-0
Saints vs. Cherry Creek  W  4-1
Saints vs. SLUH  L  0-1    

TEAM STATS  AVG. %
   
Games  12  
Goals  57 4.75 
Goals Allowed 5 0.42 
Shots  222 18.50 
Shots Allowed 61 5.08 
Shots On  126 10.50 57%
Shots On ALL 33 2.75 
deadball Goals 23 1.92 
Corners G  13  
Throw  6  
Set   5  
Deadball ALL  2 0.17 
   
Corners  89 7.42 
OPP Corners  13 1.08 
   
Record  10-2-0  

Scoreboard

Winslow returns from year of amatuer circuit

 This last year, senior golfer Joe 
Winslow attended several golf tourna-
ments in hopes to improve his golf 
game. The long school days took away 
from Winslow’s attention on golf, so 
he took a break from Aquinas’ work 
load to focus on his golf talent.
 “A tournament is offered almost 
every weekend in the AGJT (Ameri-
can Junior Golf Association),” Head 
Golf Coach Ryan Best said.
 Winslow competed in various 
tournaments across the nation while 
balancing online school classes. The 
Springhill online program allowed him 
to set his direct focus on golf without 
losing complete attention on school.
 “My travel schedule wouldn’t 
allow for school anymore, with so 

many tournaments and college visits,”  
Winslow said. “I’d do my homework 
online in my hotel or on a plane late 
nights before or after golf.” 
 Winslow has gained respect from 
his coach by showing his committ-
ment for both his schoolwork and his 
passion for his game.
 “[Winslow] is a very good student 
and wants to maintain his GPA,” Best 
said. “Going to tournaments while 
focusing on school makes it hard to 
keep on top of homework.”
  Winslow’s schedule last year 
had him traveling all over the United 
States in order to enter several national 
golf tournaments.
 “I played mostly in Florida as well 
as in Boston, Texas, Rhode Island, and 
many more,” said Winslow. “I played 
almost everywhere in the continental 
U.S.”
  The year of traveling has im-
proved Winslow’s golf game, setting 
many records and rankings in his tour-
naments. Winslow regularly placed in 
the top 10 at these national tourna-
ments.  

He was even named 2010 Kansas City 
Golf Association Junior Player of the 
Year.
  “He just represented the USA in 
the Junior Ryder Cup tournament in 
Boston,” Kruse said.
  Playing with the best in the na-
tion has proven to be beneficial for 
Winslow, who recently committed to 
the University of Iowa to play golf for 
their college team; a step closer to the 
professional level.
  “The leap from junior to Major 
Collegiate Golf is tremendous,” Best 
said. “and even more so to Pro.”
  As the top golfer in the region, 
the attempt to professional golf is not 
impossible. His recent summer rank-
ing has placed him in the top 5 at tour-
naments. Winslow’s even won some 
tournaments overall like the Western 
Junior in Milwaukee.
  “A lot of people have the talent 
[for golf],” Best said, “but few have 
the will and desire that Joe has. d 

            

  The Saints 
boy’s soccer team has 
faltered since their sea-
son began by suffering 
two losses to Rockhurst 
and Saint Louis Uni-
versity High School 
(SLUH). 
 It began with 
a controversial loss 
to Rockhurst in the 
championship round of 
the Top Dawg tourna-
ment. The game started 
out fairly even between 
both teams until Rock-
hurst’s Luke Stanley 
scored on sophomore 
goalie Kyle Gress at 
the 52nd minute.  The 
Saints tried to rally but 
couldn’t get on the 
board after a penalty 
kick by Senior Emilio 
Quezada was blocked 
and a later shot by Se-
nior Thomas Schermoly 
was also stopped. Then 
with only five minutes 
remaining in the game, 
the Saints appeared to 
have tied up the game 
with a corner kick. The 
packed stadium began 
to celebrate the incred-
ible goal which would 
surely lead to overtime.
 Unfortunately, 
something was wrong. 
The referee had nullified 
the goal and the clock 
was still running with 
Rockhurst leading 1-0. 
It turned out that on 
the corner kick senior 
Ben Conde was penal-
ized for obstruction 

(illegally block-
ing an opponent 
player) and 
the goal didn’t 
count. The Saints 
couldn’t get the 
ball back in time, 
and lost their 
first game since 

2008.
 Senior Thomas 
Schermoly expressed his 
team’s disappointment 
after the loss.
 “Well we all 
thought we didn’t play 
our best against Rock-
hurst but we knew that 
we could beat anyone if 
we came ready,” Scher-
moly said.
 The team had little 
time to dwell on the 
loss as they had another 
tournament, the Gate-
way Classic, in Saint 
Louis. They started 
off very strong against 
nationally ranked and 
Missouri State Champi-
ons Christian Brothers 
College High School 
(CBC) on their home 
field. Even with the 
unfair disadvantage, the 
team dominated on of-
fense with goals by both 
junior Ryan Feuerborn 
and Senior Luke Steele 
in the first half, and 
then held CBC to only 
4 shots in the second 
half, winning 2-0. 
 The next day the 
Saints played Cherry 
Creek, the state cham-
pions of Colorado. 
Cherry Creek proved 
to be very easy com-
petition (outshooting 
them 16-2) as the Saints 
won 4-1 with goals by 
seniors Kyle Whigham, 
Austin Jacobs, Scher-
moly, and Steele. 

 Senior Kyle 
Whigham was very 
impressed with the 
turnaround his team 
had.
 “The Rockhurst 
game as a whole was not 
our best performance 
this year, but this past 
weekend in St. Louis 
proved that we are an 
elite team in the area, 
Midwest, and nation.”
  The final game of 
the tournament was the 
Saints versus SLUH. 
The team knew that 
SLUH would not be a 
pushover as they had al-
ready beaten Rockhurst 
in the earlier rounds. 
Unfortunately, just like 
in the Top Dawg, the 
Saints couldn’t seal the 
deal, losing to SLUH 
1-0.
 As of this printing, 
the Saints are cur-
rently ranked 27th in 
the PowerAde Fab 50 
ESPN Rise poll with 
a 10-2 record. At this 
point, there is very 
little chance that they 
can climb the ladder 
and repeat a national 
championship, but they 
are still very much in 
contention for an 8th 
straight state champi-
onship. The remaining 
games in the regular 
season are Washburn 
Rural (10/12), Blue 
Valley (10/16), and Blue 
Valley West (10/19). d
 

Connor Casey
Sports Editor

Boys Soccer places 2nd at 
both Top Dawg and Gate-
way Classic Tournament

Soccer Struggles in 
tournaments 

Kelsey Castinado | THE Medallion

Senior Thomas Skevington and a Rockhurst player chase after the ball during the Top 
Dawg championship game

Miege: Saints win a close one 

Cara Oldenhuis | The  Shield

Senior Cody Powell prepares to tackle a Bishop Miege player. The Saints defense managed to hold Miege to only seven points in the first 
half, but gave up 19 in the second half.

MITCHELL COTA
Managing Editor

Joseph Winslow recently 
took off a full school year to 
pursue his golf career.

Continued from page 1
 
 However, the Stags came out of 
the second half energized and ready to 
play, scoring 19 points in the second 
half.
 In the first drive of the second 
half, Davila fumbled and Miege 
recovered the ball. The Stags quickly 
scored off a 42-yard touchdown pass 
by Shortell. Miege added six points, 
making the score 28-13 Aquinas.  On 
the next drive, the Saints tried to re-
spond to Miege’s quick score, but after 
many dropped passes from receivers, 
Aquinas had to settle for a 22- yard 
field goal by Jonathan Pyle.  
With ten minutes left in the game, 

Miege intercepted the ball from Davi-
la. Shortell quickly threw a touchdown 
pass to make the score 31-19.  Shortell 
quickly threw yet another touchdown 
pass after another three-and-out by 
the Saints offense  The Saints were still 
technically winning 31-26, but Miege 
was taking over the game. 
 “The second half we came out too 
relaxed and gave up some big plays, 
but we came together in the end to 
win,” Reed said.
 After a punt from Miege, Aquinas 
got the ball with two minutes left in 
the game. The Saints held onto the 
ball, defeating the Stags 31-26. The 
Stags had come back late in the game, 
but the Saints held Miege off and 

improved to a 5-0 record.
 The Saints face non-conference 
opponent Webb City (6-0) from 
southwest Missouri tonight at Saints 
Stadium for Homecoming. The Car-
dinals will be a difficult opponent, but 
Davila has faith in his teammates.
 “We plan on doing nothing differ-
ent and are working hard like we usu-
ally do and will hopefully get another 
win against a very tough opponent,” 
Davila said. d
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